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Complexity and speed

of change

in dairy are rising
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Network of researchers from more than 
100 countries

Network of  over 140 dairy-related 
companies 

IFCN Research Center in Kiel 
(with >20 employees)
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Production in mill t milk (cow, buffalo)

Data: Country data: Milk production 2018 (cow and buffalo) in SCM (4.0% fat, 3.3% protein). 
Regional data: Milk production 2018 (cow and buffalo) in natural fat and protein contents. If not available, CN 2016 data was taken.
Source: National statistics, FAO, estimations for some countries.

Source: 
IFCN Dairy 

Report 2019



Europe

Source: IFCN Dairy Report 2019



Source of data: Estimations based on national statistics

Calculation: Number of milk animals (cows, buffaloes) divided by dairy farm numbers

Comment:Data for Russia represents only farms that deliver milk. Else average farm size would be 2 cows / farm. 

Milk animals per farm 2018
cow & buffalo, incl. IFCN est.

234

16

147

20

EU-28

2

431

139

Source: 
IFCN Dairy 

Report 2019
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No cows/ farm 
size category 

Cows / farm

Cows / farm

Cows / farm

Cows / farm

Cows / farm

Cows / farm

Cows / farm

Source: 
IFCN Dairy 

Report 2019
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65,000

69,000

72,773

93,000

95,000

95,000

100,000

100,000

105,000

134,315

10

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2
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Almarai (SA)

Modern Dairy (CN)

Huishan Dairy (CN)

EkoNiva (RU)

Saikexing (CN)

Tricio Group (MX)

Faria Brothers (US)

Rockview (US)

Shengmu (CN)

Riverview (US)

*IFCN estimations, latest data 2018/2019
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Top 10 largest dairy farming companies worldwide
by number of dairy cows (milking and dry)

Saudi Arabia and China have the largest dairy farming 
enterprises in the world. 

The top 10 companies together produced 1.1% of the 
world’s milk output in 2018.

The myth of large vs small dairy farms: IFCN research 
of farming systems in over 50 countries shows that 
larger farms usually outperform smaller farms in 
various aspects of sustainability (environmental, 
social and economic). Source: IFCN Dairy Report 2019

Method: The research was conducted by IFCN. The 
data is based on annual reports, publicly available 
information and experts’ estimations. IFCN welcomes 
any feedback to improve this analysis. 
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Based on method of typical farms and using the “average” farm types per country / region

Source: 
IFCN Dairy 

Report 2019
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?

Moderate

9

17

13

21

$/CWT

25

This indicator is based on the dairy commodities traded & converted to a “farm gate milk price level. 



Country data: National farm-gate milk prices 2018 in USD/ 100kg SCM, IFCN world milk price indicator in USD/100kg SCM

Source: National statistics, FAO, Eurostat, estimations for some countries.

Calculation: National milk price 2018 divided by IFCN combined world milk price indicator 2018 minus 1

Deviation of national farm-gate milk 
price from world milk price in % in 
2018

Source: 
IFCN Dairy 

Report 2019


